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across the Channel; and there was now no Anglo-Flemish alliance to stand
in the way of further adventure.

Nothing came of the project of invasion for the present, and soon Renaud
of Dammartin had gone over to John's side. Philip's immediate preoccu-
pations in 1205-6 were the capture of Chinon and Loches, the settlement
of Brittany under Guy of Thouars, and the assertion of his claims as
overlord in Flanders. While he was before Chinon in June 1205 he heard
that Baldwin of Flanders, the Emperor of Constantinople, had been cap-
tured by the Bulgarians at Adrianople two months before; and a year
later he" entered into a close agreement with Baldwin's brother and regent,
Philip of Namur. After the fall of Chinon Philip had made it his head-
quarters, under the control of the Duke of Burgundy, for an advance into
Aquitaine. John and his administrators in England had been very busy.
In 1205 England had been organised for defence, and when the fear of
invasion passed a great naval expedition had been gathered at Portsmouth.
John reached la Rochelle on 7 June 1206, and turned southwards to the
stronghold of Montauban, where the Garonne and the Dordogne meet.
Like Richard, John seems to have been more at home in his mothers
country than in Normandy, and it was characteristic of the difference
between the two duchies that the barons of Aquitaine, however uncertain
and rebellious in their relations with their duke, however willing to avail
themselves of the protection offered by the French Court, would not sub-
mit themselves, as the barons of Normandy did, to any steady course. At
Montauban the turbulent lords of Gascony had gathered around the
seneschal of Castile, who represented John's brother-in-law Alfonso VIII.
Alfonso had seized the opportunity offered by John's misfortunes to assert
his claims to Gascony. In 1204 he had won the support of the chief bishops
and feudatories of the land. But at Montauban his pretensions were
scattered to the winds. In epic literature the castle was famous as the
place which Charlemagne had vainly tried for seven years to take. John's
English soldiers took it in a fortnight, and with it the leaders of the
Gascon rebellion. John could turn northwards with safety. In Poitou he
was joined by Aimeri, viscount of Thouars, the great fief which lay to the
south of Brittany, now ruled by his brother Guy, and, with the viscount,
John invaded the cradle of his race and reached Angers and the borders
of Maine. But on Philip's approach towards Poitou, a truce for two years
was made at Thouars (October 13). Neither side was prepared to put to
the test the divided allegiance of the Poitevin barons. During the follow-
ing years the west of Poitou, under the viscount of Thouars and Savaric
of Mauleon, stood by John and successfully resisted attack in 1208, in
spite of the defection to Philip of the house of Lusignan and La Marche.
Moreover, the Albigensian wars began in 1209and Raymond VI of Toulouse
looked to John for aid; and John, in his turn, amidst the troubles
of the interdict and his quarrel with the Pope, looked confidently
to his nephew Otto, who came under the ban of the Church at the